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HE. proſperous: DG of publie 
affairs in popular governments has often 
given occaſion to ambitious ſtateſmen to 
aha over the moſt dangerous attempts; which they 
take hold of, and opportunity from, the. peoples in- 
attention, to contrive againſt the Soul of the Conſti- 
tution, which is Public Liberty, whilſt the honor 
of a nation may be the theme of every tongue, and 


ſounded in all mens cars to the Uncetmott ep ho 
the earth. 


This neglect a 5 is not * to be attri⸗ 
buted to univerſal approbation from the majority of 
mankind, nor to a want of diſcernment in the honeſter 
part at the very time, of the true ſtate of matters; 
but it is to be aſcribed, to the temper; and high - ſpi- 
rited ferment into hich mens minds are caſt by 
proſperity; by which they are ſo far deluded from 
the immediate purſuit of their real good, that when 
they are diſpoſed to follow it, the opportunity is paſt, 
and nothing more is left but fruitleſs. lamentation of 
their former nnn and n of the er 
lic concerns. 

It is true indeed, every nation that is well garern- 
ed, ought to preſerve, and maintain at all times, the 

veneration for good governors, who in the 
2 exerciſe 
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{| exerciſe of all power, ſtudy only to perform the juſt 
ads of their inſtitution. Nay, it is but candid to 


incline, as. far as. ever appearances: will admit, to 


forbearance in our cenſures of the conduct of men 


in high ſtations; and farther, it is decent to think, 


ſpeak, and act towards them on all common occa- 
ions, with ſuperior deference and more than ordi- 
nary reſpect 8 £ 
But this cl is totally Serene ade the rulers of 
ople are filled with follies and vices of every 
bird. when from their corruption of manners, and 
the inſenſible encroachments of M-——5$, moſt dan- 
gerous miſchiefs, and almoſt incurable uſurpations 
of ill acquired Power, threaten: deſtruction to a free- 
een people 
02 Whenever this proves to be the aki Froml the 
changes of times, the A_———n ſtrengthens it- 
ſelf by colluſive Practices with the worſt and weak- 
eſt of men, and ſets up for ſome a real, for others 


trary to the public good: every attempt at ſuch a 
time to give people a right way of thinking in theſe 


matters, is laughed to ſcorn by paraſites and traitors 


to their country; and the honeſt authors of any 
counſel tothe people, ſetting forth, or barely hint- 


ing at what is neceſſary to be done for redreſs of 
grievances, are expoſed to calumny and danger of 


proſecution from the M. r, who artfully gives the 


hard names of Sedition and Faction to whatfoever is 


firſt moved for the ieee gage of * rows, and 
che recovery of their rights. 


But though the riſk is great in fuch times as 4 
have been deſcribing,. to excite a people to make mi- 


nute inquiries into the mal-adminiſtration of public 


truſts, yet when a nation is abandoned by men of. 


the greateſt integrity, fortitude, forecaſt and pru- 
gence, to a junto of ſuch as are deſtitute of all man- 
ly virtues, and when the leaders are found to invert 
132 EE; Themiſtaches's 


RA 


an imaginary intereſt, which is diſtinct from, or con- 


ag 
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the Commons of GREAT BRITAIN, 5 
Themiſtocles's art, by which a little city might be- 
come great, and in its ſtead to reduce a great and 
mighty people to the very brink of ruin. When by 
the crimes of An not only the well-being 
of a great country is at ſtake, but that it is even a 
doubttul queſtion, whether any liberty may after- 
wards ſubſiſt, or a public concern find exiſtence at 
any rate, by reaſon of the impending ruin, which 
may threaten to hole the life of all public e 
Liberty itſelf. 

Whenever this j is manifeſtly the caſe of any State, 
it would be treaſon of the blackeſt hue, and moſt 
horrid nature; not directly indeed againſt any one 
particular branch of a mixed government, but in- 
volving all at once in common ruin, that muſt fol- 
low, and ſoon-overtake each part; to be ſilent, in- 
active, and unconcerned, or to acquieſce patiently 
in the, deteſtable cauſes of ſuch. misfortunes: when 
things are brought to ſuch a paſs, they muſt ſoon 
periſh alike, ho lie ſtill, and who unmanfully fub- 
mit through ſervile . and they can but periſh, 
but. with infinitely more honour to themſelves, who 
are, above all others, moſt. active to repel, whilſt 
they have life, hands, arms, and courage to uſe 
them, every: unjuſt uſurpation of ill - gotten power, 
which may have overthrown the antient foundations 
of any well-regulated conſtitution. - 

But general declamation was not the deſign of ad- 
drefling, myſelf to you at this time. I. ſhall there- 
fore confine myſelf, in the ſequel of theſe ſheets, to 
delineate a general ſketch, of our own public affairs 
at this particular. juncture, and trace them from their 
apparent ſource, ſo far as may be a neceſſary clue/in 
conducting the inquiry: at the ſame. time I ſhall 
ſtrive to animate; every well - diſpoſed reader to give 
all manner of aſſiſtance, by acting the part every in- 
dividual has it conſtitutionally in his power to com- 
1. with; that this country, formerly for 
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| Arms and Virtue, may retrieve the tarniſhed hone 

| and fading luſtre of the Britiſh name. 2 2192 

| 1 pretend 'only to draw- the out-lines of this biete 
at preſent; for it requires the hand of a perfect maſ- 

| tef to- fill* up with proper colorings the defects here 

1 obſervable by a judicious eye; moreover a certainy 


| fuſpence about ular important events, induces 
me at this time to fpeak with (modeſty about uncer- 
tainties, which (Go grant may never have exiſted, 
or that they) may prove abortive in the womb of 
4 I would farther avoid the propagation 

of faction, and ill grounded fears, as theſe only tend 


to corrupt and deſtroy the happineſs of a people, and 


never to encourage them to undertake any thing 


manly or great, in order to emaneipate — 


from Whatever Ee age ney _ wt, 550-4 into. 

10 the firſt dite den it is requiſite: to conſider; 
that the unavdidable neceffity of a French wat bas 
 fubliſted e ever ſince that ſtrange patchwork, and in- 


nothing of ſecret Articles at preſent, our right and 
| title to 2 Nova Scotia, and the ſettlements upon the 
river Gan were left; under vague and — de- 


— was, from the — of their dempo⸗ 
rary places, to prolong xhe time of concluding their 
reſpective commiſſions, and to raiſe new doubts up- 


— — 


—— — 


on every ſlight and frivolous pretext,” in order to in- 
hance their own gains, and to give our unceaſing 
and reſtleſs enemies thereby, juſt breathing. time ſut- 
[cient to ripen their long- concerted projects, to ex- 


terminate with fire and ſword all our pretenſions up- 


on theſe tracts of countries, which in Frante our Com- 
|\miffaries' were at chat time SHES about at their 


eiſure- , 3 4 
9505 SS This 
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glorious peace made at Aix Ja ; Chapelle; where, to ſay . 
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the Commans:of GRE ATIBRITAIN. 7 
This deſign. of the enemy wasdaid open and pro» 
claimed to the Houſe of Commons, the beginning 
of the Seſſion in 1734, in the eleareſt and ſtrongeſt 
manner, by one noble Lord *, whoſe honeſt counſel 
was then rejected: and I well remember his maſter» 
ly eloquence, and juſt predictions of what has ſince 
that time literally befallen this nation, were treated 
by the miniſterial Advocates then preſent, as the vi- 
ſionary refinements of a ſplenetic Politician, which 
exiſted no Where elſe but in his own fanciful imagi - 
nation. And they had even the preſumption to give 
out, that what he ſuggeſted was never once deſigned 
by the French. Such was the treatment this diſcern- 
ing Patriot met with, for aſſerting in Parliament, 
what, within a ſhort- month, it appeared to every 
member, the Miniſtry knew at that very time; and 
which, in the natural and conſtitutional courſe: of 
| buſineſs, required the moſt deliberate proviſion of 
the great Council of this Nation then aſſembled.— 
But: inſtead of that cautious and conſtitutional way of 
proceeding, as it were, diſtracted with fears of ſome 
ſudden diſaſter, and new unheard-of deſign, the na- 
tion is alarm'd by a meſſage from the Crown, and 


the Commons are informed by Authority, that a large 


embarkation of troops, and warlike preparations, were 
carrying on in France for North America. The Com- 
mons returned the warmeſt and moſt loyal anſwer to 
this meſſage, and promiſe to fulfil all that his Maje- 
ſty, (i. e. his Ms) ſhall think expedient to diſ- 
burſe on this occaſion. 

his practice, it is plain, was ſetting out in the 
very beginning of the war, with the pernicious me- 
7 thods formerly ſo deſtructive to this country, of 
daoling away the public money to Favorites of the 


Ars n. And it was reſolved, in conſequence 
of this intelligence, to ſend. indeed a Fleet, though 
inferior in number of ſhips to the French, even after 


their 


* Lord 2 —— . 
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cheir departure from Europe, to ſeck, or (to have it 
believed they meant) to meet with tliem, in the thick 
|| miſts and haizy fogs off Newfoundland; rather than 
break through the ridiculous Punctilio of attacking 
them in Europe; where, if orders were not poſitive 
to the contrary,” the nation would much more have 
been aſſured of ſucceſs from the ſame Fleet undet 
the gallant Admiral Boſcawen and his Officers, who, 
in ſpite of the diſadvantages they lay under of cli- | 
mate, by what they vigilantly did, ſnewed they meant 
to force the enemy tdi a favourable concluſion of ali 
{ 


difference. 1 1: - | 
I ſhall poſſibly one day or other have occaſion to 
ſhew the Nation more particularly what is due to 
this brave and prudent man, not only as an Admiral 
aboard the Fleet, but as a Stateſman in council; 
e his adviſing the ſending away from the 
y of Fundy all the French neutrals who threatned, 
not publicly, but yet with great confidence, to de- 
ſtroy the much labored: and expenſive ſettlement of 
OS Row! TT ot 5 455015 Ml 
But to return to the Fleet off Newfoundland,) by F: 
which every thing was done that the circumſtances o ß 
that ill- choſen ſcene of action could permit; the dif- 
ferences, however, between us and the French were 
not doomed to be ſo terminated... This nation was 
juſtly incenſed at the encroachments and cruelties of 
the enemy and their emiſſaries; ſo that whatever 
ſums of money ſhould be aſked, were ſure to be 
granted, whilſt the people were in this mood. The 
harveſt was now growing ripe for Money-lenders and 
Jobbers; and Place - men and Penſioners, like a figur 
of Egyptian locuſts, were found without number re 
dy for devouring the ſpoil. In compliance with 
whoſe advice, and ſelfiſn perſwaſions, and to ſatisfy 
a ſet of men who were to be greatly intereſted in the 
plunder and rapine, which by war they expected to 
Mare, and which, how notorious ſoever it 3 1 
5 $M U cy | 3 | 
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But great as was the mortification of Braddact's par- 
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they hoped their intereſt in a certain place would 
{kreen at any rate: it was therefore reſolved, at ten 


times the expence of Provincials raiſed on the ſpot, 


and inured to the climate, to ſend hence a body of re- 
gular Soldiers, under Braddock, into North America; 
who failing of all ſucceſs, ſo far, that they were to- 
tally routed: by a handful of inviſible Savages, 'who. 
took advantage of the moſt pernicious ſupineneſs and 
fatal negligence of the General, though himſelf: re- 


markable for ſeverity. of diſcipline at home, yet in 
the field he ſhewed an abſolute ignorance of every 


qualification of a good Officer, and brought an in- 
delible reproach upon our national regular troops, 


ticular friends at his want of conduct, another ſet of 
men were no leſs diſappointed, who expected him to 
advance the deep-projetted reformation of our Ame- 
rican colonies by a, military government, ſubjecting : 
them all under ſuch ſalutary laws as reforming Sol- 

diers have, in all ſimilar circumſtances, *impoled.— 

This principal object, that the projectors; had pri- 
marily in view, lay indeed concealed, a while from 


public notice; but, like many other ſpecious ap- 


pearances, when cloſely examined, betrayed the foul 
33 which the abetters of theſe ſchemes had prin- 
cipally ſet their hearts upon. But by what appear- 
ed to the leaders themſelves, ſoon after they landed 
in America, they diſcover'd things not yet quite com- 
plete for the execution of all the Miniſterial Pur 
ſes; and the cries of the Americans prevailed ſo far, 
that a few Militia-men were raiſed and marched into 
the field to pacity the Americans; by whoſe bravery, | 
and the good conduct of their new-made General, 
the ill ſucceſs of our regulars, under Braddock was in 
part repaired; for it is univerſally acknowledged, 
that Sir William Johnſon's ſuperior induſtry, ſagacity, 
and genius for war, preſerved the greateſt part of 
North America, for a while at leaſt, by driving 3 | 
FS 9 the 
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were; and (greatly ſucceſsful as the deſpi Ry ray mi- 
|| licia fought, yet the Cant and e of. every 


| the French regulars, and t aking their General 


| | ſbner, after Braddock's Gel ut, baffled 5 1 


grated in the” American eſteem as our re ular forces 


MFI 


Coortier Has been uniformly the before "ig 
well as firice, that you are 5 to druf the People of 
America, any more than thoſe at home, in heir own, 
defence; 1 a reat part of che former 
are ittained properly to arms 5 Fe 8 of. every. 
reſtraigt-irmpoſed vil them by the bf 68 pon of. 
mercenary Soldiers. Vet Solliers ire Be Be the d eſ-" 
tined inſtruments, and hew forces are therefore" ſent, 
wich another General, Who, in all probability, las. 
been delayed here ſo long, that hath ht dert can 
be expectèd from that command "this! e But it 
can beiino7 ſecret, *thit if "Americans only Were to 115. 
employed in this ſervice,” there would Be nc Ted for” 
the extenſion” of the baneful influence of mea ww, 
over theſe free men; and with proper” ſt 2 
money, Which is che moſt neceſſ: wy to then, 
Contracters, Agent. Victuallers, TobbBers; Eben 
ſarler, Retvitters; wirh all the Other tribes of Haf- 
pies upon this devoted cbunty at home, would be | 
5 off from their new-contrived means of "exorbi-. 
tant pliindet:” And other reaſons ſubſiſted ag je this! the 
fol enen of the grand ſcheme to humble this Ba. 
tion, by Mpovefiminglee of wealth too bn; for War 


wich France, Whenever it Was Geclstel, Was like't to 885 


of long cbntinuance, and therefore Tt was 8 
ent tor Ariſe: the ſupplies of the current year 'as Cheap, 


as poſſible, that the nation might fot row ck . | 


the expence too ſoon. So that whenever Subſcrip-" 
tions lacken'd at the Bank] the word wentforth From * 
on high, and all were compelled to ome inn, WS 
had either any hopes or feats, And by this forced.” b 
Subſcription of Two Millions, with: the Land. Tat 
at! Four! e oy Pong, the | Ihe gencies öf rhe 

5 8 ine LT dar Curt “ 
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comtniſſion of our ſhips of war, were Tab, off Brat, 


the Ge . S gar Brrfarg.. | 11 
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were + ſußpe poſed to be orie F 1 Lee rally, 10 
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meſſage by a certain vr 


—S, 105 Was, thrown qu ut in,a 
theo ſtüxiohal n manner, that it it mi Eh teſu 
1 ke kes re 


if the ſum of 4 Minion © r. Fe more 1agp 
walltiks for the current e ect wou 


be See ape, up.in due ſeaſon. he 1 
- But for all the expe e we have been at by 
fea 100 fang; 9, 77 0 


wh th W Atten 


a lint 
Been alfeady Jone anſwer; ble to the 9255 9 pon 
bk pr Pr eparations ſo formida le 1 in Words; 7 hy, 5 


and at e ey coffee-hoyle. in kms, ch. 1 05 ˖ 
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fidence in dur ſup! ſyperiority, „that no. 255 
dared to fuggeſt 4 — 


neceffary cautions abou r 
Eneniy's F — any where elſe than in 8 0 C bane ; 
ahd in colluſion with the people's 8 ap reh en ſion, an 
inſignificant number, whe pes ap to the. T6 in 


and to parade it away. in the Briiiſb annel ; 15 
inſtead of attacking the French ſhips of war, they 
took all the ſtinking fiſh, and' whatever other mer- 
chantmen came in their y way and farther, to ſatis Ir 
the clamors and expectations of the populace, Ad- 


4 


miral Hawke is ſtationed, with a F leet ſufficient for 


Once, off Breſt, in order to intercept. the enemy”: 3 


return into their own. harbors from the.cruize they 
had been on, ſucceſsfully to convoy their outward 
bound merchants ſhips. 

But it was the ill fate, in a ſecond inſtance of chis 
<ountrys that in the moſt critical times the watth- 


2 
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ſhip ſo ſtationed, that by obeying orders, the mul 
neceſſarily have deſcryed, in a, few hours, eve 


motion of the enemy's fleet, and might haye brought 
on a general engagement with the enemy and aſſured 
victory, with Hawke and his Fleet well marined on 
our ſide, if the Commander had not pretended, or 


* . 


from the bare ſilly report of his Carpenter alledging, 


believed he found a neceſſity, to quit his ſtation, 


that the maſt was diſabled. . 
Upon the Commander's arrival, the diſappointed 


Nation expected to ſee ſome puniſhment, adequate 


(i poſſible) to ſo grievous a miſdemeanor, or degra- 


dation at leaft, for his wretched ill-judged condu&; 


Bur inſtead of vengeance for the wrongs of an in- 
jured people, a Court- Martial honorably acquits 
Milt, though not altogether without blame, an 

brings in the Carpenter incapable, for the future, to 
ſerve his country in any ſtation whatſoever*. The 
Captain however, as a reward for paſt good ſer- 
vices, as well in the ſenate as by his ſword, is ſince 
that promoted to the dignity of the Britiſb Flag: 


but our wiſe Rulers at the heim ſteer equally well, 


tam marte quam mercur io. 8 
No after all our ſo much boaſted ſuperiority at 
ſea,” and after the prodigious numbers of ſhips long 
fince put into commiſſion, for which the nation will 
expend Four Millions and upwards this year; and 
after a diſſipation of the other immenſe treaſures pro- 


_ vided by Parliament, amounting in all to Seven 


Millions and upwards; and after the enemy had 
been publicly, with our own certain knowledge 
carrying on à large embarkation of troops, and all 
military preparations at Toulon, for three months 


and upwards ; but not a week before the French had 
Actually landed, by our Gazette accounts, Eleven 


*Fhouſand men at Citadella, was a ſquadron of Engliſb 
Dp i men 
£144} . 


Wen you turm your eyes (ſays Demeſbenes to his degenerate countrymen) bo 
the wretched ſtate of your affairs, you bring your Generals to a trial; you grant 


"then leave to ſpeak 3 you hear the neceſſities they plead, and then acquit them. 
Ld. et A ad F | | 1ſt Olymt zac. 
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men of xar diſpatched for the relief of the garriſon ig 


$t Rhilip's Caſtle: and Byng, an untried man, Wo 
never had once ſeen an action in all his life, force: 
imſelf into this employ, and takes the command © 
this, ſquadron; which, even when it ſailed from 
"England, was known to be much inferior to the 
enemy's Fleet both in ſtrength, and number. 
Thus did our wiſe Polonius at home riſque, from 
the beginning, the relief of that important fortreſs, 
Hor I would, avoid to ſay of this country) to the pre- 
cariqus ces of a weaker fleet, under a raw Com- 
mander, not even ſufficiently. provided with the 
ordinary requiſizes for a ſea. engagement. 
For whatever the public, now aſcribes to Mr 
2, &c., who joined the ten ſhips Byng failed 
with, hence for Mahon, yet it is notoriouſly owing to 


a 


Mr Blakeney's inflexibility in his own, right way, and 


reluctance to give up any undue part of the com- 
mand, "that Mr E—— failed away, diſguſted, for 
Gibraltar; whilſt the the creatures of A———n 
were here defending his continuance, pent up in 
bom tn harbour, as the only right and wiſe conduct 
On nis | Fen Con SES 

But in this place it may not be impertinent to 
advert, a little to the unparalleled negle& of our 
naval forces in the Mediterranean, and eſpecially at 
Pert Mabon; long after hoſtilities had been com- 
menced on both ſides, that important place, it was 
but natural to ſuppoſe, ought to have had a ſqua- 
dron of men of war ſtationed before it, with ſhips 
able to protect the honor and trade of this kingdom 
at all times in the Mediterranean. | . 
For before the peace of Aix la Chapelle we migh 
have maintained as numerous a Fleet as would 
anſwer all our purpoſes at Gibraltar or Port Mabon, 
withont offence to any neighboring ſtate. But ſincę 
that memorable æra Great Britain has acted as if ſhe 


were debarred theſe natural rights, and as if only 


permitted, by courteſy, to keep an inſignificant 
number of line of battle ſhips in theſe ſeas in time 


/ 


er Tara laſt. 
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Keen © r how elfe can we account ** * 
ware here xl "with To few fhips under Him, 
* any preparations of War ee ak 5 
But others beffdes the treaty of h hat 
1. 1 0 the nation, and 1 will one da 
= upon for reafons; 3 why 7 few * 


ps of the line were cle 0h \ Oy 
* After the capture of 5 bg 5 A 
war? And why, when Mihorce was't pail 
with an invaſion froth the enemy full 1 1h 


and upwärds, to bur own public knowledge, ts "iP 
Vitional reinfortement doing till Byng Re with 
a Fleet much inferior to the enemy, and uncertam 
of being Joined by Mr Bagecume? And all this 


wile 158 a well khowh fatt, not contfoverted 


hofe Who could hat denied, if untrut; SE 
ord*s Hertion in Patliatment, that! we Had 

fix thouſant! ſeamen, of the Fotty thoufand pratited, 

returned te the proper Officers befote the Vegi 


Bur it may be FOR rid to rum the pg. 
rall minutely at this time between the fituatioff of 
our neighbors and us; * the conditions exacted 
from the Cari bag ang b their Avals the Romans, 
Wen they prolibites m, for the füture, froth 


3 1 to fa with any mote than a very Ima num. 


ips, but obliged chem to burn and deftro 


[| rhe reſt Ms fortnierly had been a terror unto'rhieth, 


e ſhould have wept (ſays Hannibal to a time. 
« ferving Carrbaginian) when ye gave up your hips 
> and elephants, and when ye bound your 6wn hands 


from the uſe of arms, withour the good leave of 
che Romans firſt obtained. This miſerable” ftate 
* keeps us under, and holds us in affured ſervitude.” . 


The ſtate of Carthage could not ſurvive many years 
thar fatal conceſſion; and Great Britain will mourn 
too la te Minorca, &c. loft and ſurrender'd from that 


neglect, « on our * to fit out a ſuperior Fleet Eh. 


00 SDS ape 4. 
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the Mediterranean; as. every, An. formerly; 
| was, wog to do, whenever. the flames af; war, were: 
kindled, againſt us in Eι,‚ft rt. 
But, without any, friendſhip or partiality to Mr, 
Byng, it. is, reaſonable to allege what maybe,collefted; 
from the nayal hiſtory. of this country, that nothing; 
af great moment was ever done deciſiye in our favor 
by an engagement upon equal terms with, an ene 
| my's. Fleet, in the. Mæditerraucan; though. we could, 
S poſfibly diſable magy, of them in fight, yet- the ad- 
vagtages they have over us in putting inta any neighn: 
boring, port and preſently relating, are of, great conq 
ſeguencę to them; mbilſt ve have a tedious and un- 
certain voyage, to make after a ſea fight chere, ayd; 
anngr ſo calily. provide or tranſport navai ſtores ner 
cęllary for refitting in a ſhort time, as they can dog 
for which, reaſon. we ought never to truſt to ſo near ; 
an equality of numbers; but this would; be a matter: 
(ag, doubt) of, ſerious . conſideration to determine. 
cyery brave and wiſe commander not to hazard to 
much againſt a manifeſt ſuperiority, eſpecially if the 
= cocmy's.Fleer conſiſted principally of ftout, new and, 
clean. ſhips, and his own had been expaled to a long . 
Voyages, Which, makes the ſhips foul and, ſeamen., - 
* ly, from long and cloſe. confinement, and ſalt. 
et, | | ; . 2 1 1 A 
Byt this reflection neceſſarily leads one ta animada 
vert upon the palpable and flagrant negled of the, 
A—n, which is ſo far culpable, as they were; 
RY '2porant. of the true number of the Toulon Squadron, 
Nee end for if they knew better, Which i 
s. moſt likely to appear afterwards they did at that 


* 


ume, the charge will come ſtronger againſt other 
Poople than Mr. Byng: why the public was made $1 


led hen 


* 
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though he had earneſtly ſolicited that command in 
a | " 0 —_ . p „ - * yy . 7 - ; ö J * 
che beginning, upon the preſumption and aſſurances 


* 


col his Fleet being ſuperior. to the enemy; yet, two 
days or more beſore his departure; he lamented to 
|| his friends his own inevitable ruin or diſgrate, if not 
| i \the loſs of the Fleet under him; for being ſent with 


an infufficient- force to conquer the enemy, whoſe” 


fſopetiority, when fully known (it is ſaöd) render'd 


What then muſt the. nation think of au n 


— n 
inattentive or regardleſs of the above, as well as the” 


{||| following facts? By 2 lift of Frifeh hips under C 


 Effoniere, a great majority of chem appear, from the 
French regiſter of their marine, in ſeveral private 
hands in London, to have been actually new built 
ſince the year 1747, and- upon a new model, arid in 


| vil, . _ | 7 ee 59 e 
a4 manner of conſtructing the ſame rated ſhips dif- 


ferent from the uſage of former times; in which laſt 
model, all the Cannon of the various orders of ſhips 


ate caſt of a "arger calibre; infomuch that a new-built” 
Il! fixty four gun 


ip, upon the French model, catries 
weight of metal as great, and is capable of attacking ' 
any force, that their former ſeventy four gun Thips ' 
uſed" to do. And by the fame alteration of their 
manner of building their ſhips, and caſting their 


metal to a greater bore, their ſeventy four gun ſhips 


carry at preſent the ſame weight of metal as the nine- 
ty gun ſhips did heretofore. © And every ſeaman 
Knows, that a large ſhip of war is proportionably | 


| - ſtronger, and capable of much more execution, in a 


lige öf battle, than a number of ſmall ſhips all to—- 
gether, though the nümber of guns of the ſmaller 
eee wol in We large one. Ph 
may not be miſunderſtood; I mean to ſhew, that a 


veſſel of eighty four guns, with her complement of 
men, and every other thing elſe as well provided 
within herſelf, is more than a match for a fifty gun 
ſhip and a forty gun ſhip-atracking her together, 
en! 298 | Peg we 


the Commons of GR RAT Britain, 
well manned and dean according to their on 
reſpective rates, and fo proportionally of other ſtrong- 
built veſſels. © Wherefore it is ſelf-evident, that the 
WW ſaccels of any naval engagement between two fleets 
WF Sight not to be expected merely from the ſuperior 
nümber of guns in one of them, but gught to 70 
pen (it all other things in both fleets are nearly o 
Cp) 26 "bb 20 0. whoſe, Weghe of mein) Ws 
upon rhe” hole the greateſt, tete. 
By an examination'sf chis Kind, it will turn out, 
that chough che fü total of guns in dur fleet ex- 


* v. 


cceded the Fre by upwards of filty, yet the enem 
was, from the forementioned i 
ſtronger tttat Bg when they met, and much more 
ſo chan Wen he left England. And the aſſurance of 
this fact, was enough to make him too late lament 
his 6wn hard fate, and even in a brayer man than 
Byng, might have been apt to beget a timorous 
daſtardly ſpirit, and to propagate-the ſame among 
others, who in a ſhort time participated of his couny 
ſels, of the ſame irreſglution and faint-heartedneſs. 
for ſuch à ſpirit appears to have poſſeſſed them all 
in ſome degree, by the extracts of Hyng's letter pub- 
liſhed in the Gazette though it is poſſible it may 
hereafter appear, he wrote very much more than was 
ever. yet. publiſhed, vindicating the motives of his 
own conduct. But may it not be aſked, whether the 
contents are not fecreted from the public notice, the 
hetter fo -ſkreen the errors and miſconduct of other 


o 


eeople? who, finding the nation with great reaſon 


aged ar ſuch mal-a———n, may poſhbly 
dg it expedient to offer ſome expiatory ſacrifice 
bor their own ſins to a brave people, juſtly incenſed 
and provoked: 4 „ 
"Ir is from theſe omiſſions in the out; ſet, not to 
dwell upon the want of Fire-ſhips and Naval Stores 
in Byng's' fleet,” that the judgment of all our Ca 
Officers ſeems to haye 8 4 confounded and ae” 
ec | 


— — —— 


| | „. | . 
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ed at Gibraltar; and to this cauſe principally it is, we 

© | ought to refer all our paſt misfortunes ; as a ſtone 

Alt into a pond occalions many wayes, and ther 

N 3 the calm element becomes ſo ruffled at a diſtance, 
chat all objects appear in it awhile diſordered; and 


= 
— — — ag 


> — SE - 


| Confuſed : ſo this infatuation of our counſels at home, 
| plunged the General Officers of the Army, as well as 
| Gomeof the Navy, from one miſtake into another, the 
| Farther they were withdrawi from the firſt cauſe, till 
all of them appear to have been bewilder'd and ab- 
borpt in chat panick, which is too well known to have 
deen almoſt univerſal in the councils at Gibraltar, 
and afterwards. What may be the conſequence of 
this ſhameful mock- fight in the Mediterranean. is yet 
uncertain ; whether it is G r or P——þb which 
is the next devoted object: but brayery, ſkill, and 
every other requiſite of good commanders, were 
found almoſt unparallel'd in our days in Blakeney and 
Fefferys, yet Portmahon, alas ! no WE belongs to 
the dominion of Great Britain. Want of a ſufficient 
Garriſon, and ſcarcity of many other requiſites there, 
made the meaſure juſtifiable to give up the caſtle, 
that after three deſperate aſſaults, and as many re- 
pulſes on our mens ſides, is now in the hands of the 
enemy; who, 'tis probable, will know how to ſet a due 
value on it; tho? it is plain we acted at home ag if we 
all along did not; or thought we might. ſubſtitute 
ſome equivalent for it, when they think proper to 
make a peace. And now let diſpaſſionate people ol 
all denominations aſk themſelves candidly, Would 
a hig A-——n in Queen Anne's days have given 
tip Port Mabon? Or durſt even the tories, culpable 
as they are even to this day allowed to have been, 
venture on fo bold a ſtep? And ſhocking as the con- 
ſideration js, will it not occur to aſk, if all our pre- 
ſent An had agreed with the enemy to embrace 
ſuch meaſures. as : would molt effectually. ruin and 


— 
— — 


— 
— II _ 


— -— 
— 


x „ 
n __— IJ. 4 a 
| K = * * 
_ _ * * * nix Bs — nan * 
— — — — — 8 
— 2 
r ——— —ů — 


——— — — me 
— " —— 


LEY 


PL | 
4. 3 . 


— Sa 4. -> IST” \ 


the Commons of GREAT. BRITAIN, 19 
diſtreſs our affairs, could rhey with their own ſafety 
have done more than has already happened? 

But if we may be allowed to anticipate the fate 
of Hug, even upon the evidence of his own letter, 
=D (if a part may be admitted inſtead of the whole) 
chough He be univerſally 'blamed by every. one, 
pet from what has often happened heretofore, not, 
quite indeed in fimilar cafes, for no parallel of 

duch can any where be found; yet, as Court-Mar- 
tials have uſually been managed, it is not improba- 
ble, that one will be ſelected, which will find evi- 
= dence clear enough in his favor to acquit this heno- 
rable Commander of every juſt imputation of blame. 
BZut though the ſupreme Court of the nation ſhoyld 
take up the inquiry in an apparent high manner, 
F have we any grounds to expect, from the known 
X v-—y and pn of the preſent age; and from 
the very inſignificant numbers of the honeſt party, 
compared to the many who are corrupted among the 


9. Foto a EE Roa eden be i So 
Mt — 


0 reatz and eſpecially from what paſſed laſt war be- 
at 55 the Houſe; when two Commanders, by ſhame- 
e, ful neglect of duty, involved us in a French war, 
© and yet each died with impunity : is there, I ſay, 
50 any good ground to ſuppoſe, without the thunder of 


3 the people's voice againſt this ftrange behaviour in 
him; that a man of Mr Byng's, and the reſt of that 


12 memorable unanimous Council's connections and 
te 9 õ intereſts, will ſuffer any farther diſgrace 
10, or puniſhment, than the hearty harmleſs impreca- 
5 tions of a forlorn people? "PEE 
Ad 


But if the general ſenſe of an injured nation were 
IF fairly and humbly repreſented by the City of London, 
e and a majority of the Boroughs in Great Britain, be- 
fore Parliament, and if they ſhould petition for a 
fair impartial inquiry into the ftate of this nation, in 
border to obtain redreſs of grievances, and puniſh- 
ment of the authors, however exalted in Statio 
and Dignity, and whoever they may happen to be. 
a | C 2 — There 


ore is not ay room to 8 ak — attention 
i i of all would be awakened properly from that Court- 
0 e by which moſt individuals are render d 
deaf and inſenſible to the ſilent heart. murmurings 
Which more than three fourths of this nation ff ſtill 
pour forth againſt all, who wickedly deſign the ruin 
f their liberties. For the Commons of theſe once- 
„ happy realms, in their collective capacity, haye ever i 
naintained, and Gos forbid they ſhould not, as of- 
Iden as they ſee occaſion, exerciſe a power to repre- 
I - ſent their grievances to Parliament, and petition from 
every County as well as Borough in Britain, to have 
them redreſſed. The exerciſe of this indubirable | 
right, has at all times preſerved, and ſometimes ſav- 
ed them from Slavery. This right of theirs ng man 
deny, who is a e or friend to our con- 
fir irution, and the principles by which the preſent 


illuſtrious Family wears the crown, It is true, in 
flattering reign of Charles the Second, this right of 
petitioning was declared againſt in the Houſe, and 
by every Creature and Hackney Scribler about Fong 
was ſet forth as dangerous, mutinous,  innoyati 
nay, rebellious; and accordingly, proclamations were 
ed out to diſcountenance it; Abhorrences were 
7 ſet on foot to deter the Petitioners, 7 the whole 
array of penal Laws was diſplay'd againſt this equi- 
table exerciſe of Liberty; but 0 louſe of Com- 
mons at their firſt meeting, paſſed a vote, nem. con. 
&« That it is ever, and hath been the undoubted right 
te of the ſubjects of England, to petition the King 
« far calling and ſirtiog af Parliaments, and for the 
&« redreſs of Grievances.” — ** That to traduce ſuch 


| & petitioning as a violation of Duty, and to repreſent 
ce it to his Majeſty as tumultuous and ſeditious, is to 
&. betray. the liberty of the ſubject, and to contribute 
E ta the deſign of ſubverting the antient legal con- 
„ ſtitutions © "this en 90 N gi: 
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r ever after, and to preſerve inviolably this con- 


teſted right belonging to the people, Sir Francis North, 
2 great man of the law in thoſe times, and, like others 
of his profeſſion, an enemy to liberty, for his attempts 
to ſtretch Prerogative in the Crown, was impeached, 


as well. as Sir Francis Withens, a Member. 


Parlia- 


ment, who was ſentenced upon his knees, and expel» 
ed the Houſe, for oppoſing the ſubjects undoubted 
right to petitzon for redreſs of Grievances; For the 
principles which contain ſo much natural equity, arg 


not to be deſtroy 
fiqn itſelf... - 


ut to return to the farther conſideration of 
prefent ſtate of this country: It is well known, that 
every thing, during his 7s laſt abſence in his 
— dominions, continued as unſettled in the de- 
terminations of the , as they had been before 
his departure; for each particular Member, but. ane, 


was obliged to cede in par 
determination of a majority 


ed by power, nay, not by conceſ- 


the 


t his own opinions to 2 
of the C——1 ; nothing 


but Faction took place, and each of the Junta con- 
lider'd more how to preſerve his own footing ſecure, 


and to enlarge his own power with artifices, than to 


annoy effectually the public enemy. But at length 


the happy return of his to his Brits do- 


minions, procured a ſhort. truce to their domeſtic 
inteſtine diviſions, and at an expence of 


"8 feuds, 
7 g about an Hundred and twenty thouſand. Pounds ſterling 


to be paid by the nation, to ſatisfy. in part one man's 


ambition, the cards were newly ſhuffled, tho' nothing 
of conſequence was got by the new taking in. For 


the A. -n acquized no new fire 


GIS 


ngth by tranſpoſ- 


ng 
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|| ingrheir great Officers; for tas after 857 hid ten. 
|| ders in vain their propoſals to one Nobleman, and 
another great Man, who, from mere honeſty in ad- 
| Herin uniformly to their own ſentiments, rejedted 
i . evef x plan of union which was offered, if they would 
Heartily cooperate with meaſures new! RAY 


By which means, ariother, high before in office, but 
2104008 weber in every place, whilſt ever another ſtood 


higher chan himſelf, chruſts into that exalted Ration 


with a bare half. faced good - -will to thoſe who u n 
{1/17 . compulſion admitted him fo far, and in his firſt 


betrays the complection of his arbitrary deſigns to 
take the conduct of the Houſe of C 8. This un- 
(vary ſtep his well wiſhers endeavoured to palliate, 


but could by no means excuſe, while the torrent of 


Oratory was poured out by all againſt ſuch uncons 
J Mfitutional preſumption. 

But what the minority in the oppolition: dne 
i moſt againſt in the beginning of laſt Seſſions, has, 


I Juckily for the A n, turned out to the general 
MIt! ſatisfaction of this natioy. But ſo far for their. ho- 


| It nefty muſt be faid, that what they declaimed againft 
[]} was no new temporary doctrine, but only reviving 


che much; contended opinion of a noble Lord, WhO 


1 formerly had been the idol of this nation, for his op- 
| polition to a late wicked Miniſter. But the M—=y 


bad now the advantage over this miſtaken honeſt 


| zeal, Jo far, that when the Ruſſian treaty was con- 
firmed in Parliament, the King of Pruſſia of his own 


|: meer accord, offered ſuch terms of accommodation 
to the Court of London, that availing themſelves of 
the conviction, which the declaration of the particu- 


lars with Raſſia had carried along with it, the M—y 
reſumed the nation would rejoice in all ſubfidies, 
Beute they were reconciled to one, whereto t 


had been at firſt averſe.” The treaty indeed with | 


Ruſſia; à great and powerful nation, was well con- 


Monk, -and the only object worthy the attention of 


this 
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this a ſufficient reaſon for Great Britain to ſubſidize 
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_ the Commons of GR A Britain. 23 
this nation even in her greateſt proſperity, which the 
My ſome; how or another have ſtumbled upon 
ſince the preparations for war were begun. Hut was 


with Heſſe-Cafſel, Wolfenbuttle, and ſeveral more petty 
German Princes? And even the Pruſſian Alliance, 
dazzling as it ſeemed in appearance, was certainly 
precipitate and ill timed, being a meaſure which was 
not likely to obtain Peace, but rather to bring on a 
general War; a meaſure of neceſſity eſtranging the 
Houſe of Auſtria from her attachment to Great Bri- 
tain; and a meaſure ſcattering the ſeeds of jealouſy 
and animoſity againſt us in all the northern powers, 
who can have any poſſible diſputes hereafter with 
that buſtling and intriguing monarch. In a word, 
the Pruſſian Alliance ſeems to have been ratified only 
with a view at any expence to keep him a friend to 
a certain Country in Germam, and to protect it from 
a French invaſion; and, it may be preſumed, was 
executed in compliance with that. part of the A****nz 
who are ſatisfied with no higher merit at any time, 
than to be mere expedient- mongers; who have nei- 
ther ability nor genius for deciſive undertakings of 
war, and are therefore unſtable in councils, and in- 
firm in every purpoſe, which claſhes or interferes 
with the approbation or ſenſe of their timid and ir- 
reſolute Junto. 4 1 i 2 89 
The truth of this reaſoning farther appears from 
the defenſive alliance ſince then concluded between 
the courts of Vienna and Verſailles, which aſſuredly 


2 — 


could not have taken place, but for this premature 


ſtep on our part; conſidering the expence of near 
Thirty Millions this nation had been at laſt war, the 
remembrance of which could not have been effaced 


ſo ſoon from the Empreſs Queen's breaſt, had ſhe not 


been compelled to provide reſources in her own de- 
fence, by a juncture with France, in caſe her own 
dominigps might be attacked by Pruſſia. By this 
Bat "4 inſtance 


0 8 we" * how welt: rye TY 
dalancing the contending powers in time of war; for, 
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li - bothsifides, let it /be-aſked, What Fleet was ever ſent 


} 

1 
lit their effects at great premiums in thoſe places, for 

| 


ene coafts? In a word, What 


pence of commiſſioning ſo many ſhips, and the large 


Fl 1 TOY to che N rench. Towards the end of 141 


Mil 


1 i the fable, juſt wir 
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ſays Hahbiun, that ought never, on any accounts 
to de over looked; nov ought ſuch a force ever to 
| by throwh into one hand, as to incapacitaie the 
K neig ſtates from / defending their rights. 
| $caguinſthe move p ful. 501 bs "6 una 


conchude, that the preſent A———t 
. made up of giddy, weak, puſillanimous, irregular 
| and. inconliftear men; who have each, like the Ape 
enough to-do miſchief, bur al 
| their collected abilities, even if unanimity could 


„ overrute their now divided counſels,” would ſcarce 
turniſn capacity to fave. a 


depreſſed mation fo 7147 
eparations were made on 


Euer fince warlike pr 


out}. off that coaſt, for the preſervation of poor 
alan What ſecurity of have our mer- 
chantgin our weſtern colonies from a ſufficient Fleet 
et'ours chere? Have not the Proprietors of the Lee. 
wand Hand deen, in prudence, obliged to inſure 


want of men of war fufficient in the Ne Indies to 
the Iſtands from the danger of 'a French in- 
| yalient And what adequate defence to the threatned 
4 have we made for North America? How long 
may wo reaſonably: hope to have any ſertlements on 
ſucceſs have 
one plan talked of 


we had in the execution of any 
ruin venture to fay, notwithſtanding the great ex- 


returns made in February laſt of your ſeamen, no, 
Peet, but one, has at any time been ſent out equal! 
nun numbers to the enemy: we have before men- 
tionecł two inſtances of this neglect; now let us en- 


quire how Mr Boſtawer's numbers have ſtood when 
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the Commons of GREAT BRITAIN, 25 
laſt ' Fifteen French ſhips of the line fell down into 
Breſt water, whilſt the Engliſp Fleet was no more' 
rhan Eleven men of war of the line, in hourly ex- 
pectation of meeting the enemy's Squadron with -ſo' 
reat an inequality againſt them: *tis neceſſary to 
amit that the famous Mr Maſtyn was diſpatched fo 
Ms to join them ſoon after, with four ſhips, Which bare- 
y when they arrived made up an equality to the 
enemy's number. 1 
Thus the well-being of this country was commit- 
ted at beſt to the doubtful event of a Squadron, in- 
erior to the enemy in the proportion of three to four 
early. What infatuation was there then in ſuch 
ounſels? whilſt the nation hath been perpetuallß 
larmed, and with reaſon, for ſix months paſt, been 
taught ſo far to believe in the rumors ſpread all over 
the kingdom, of invaſions, and embarkations made 
2 againſt us by the French, that we have admitted 
ſwarms of Mercenaries and foreign Soldiers into the 
ZFvery heart of this country; and that, inſtead of in- 
truſting the brave and warlike natives of this iſland - 
WEwith arms to defend themſelves, their Wives, their 
Children, their Properties, and every thing elſe, that 
an be dear to freeborn men. And burdenſome and 
diſgraceful as it is for this powerful nation to be de- 
fended by ſuch mercenaries, yet if the enemy ſhould 
think fit to attack us, with all our boaſted aid of 
1 and Ho—_s, now environing our Capital, it 
certain we muſt ſtill have recourſe to the good 
People of this land for our defence and preſervation; 
nleſs the' A n means to take into their pay 
Half the ſoldiers of Germany, inſtead of the ſhips of 
Denmark and Sweden, now hired by France againſt us; 
and when the enemy may be in full march for London, 
theſe Soldiers are liable to be recalled upon the ſlighteſt 
pretext, or ſeduced (as men) by a larger ſubſidy, 
than our agreement is to pay, for their uncertain 
a D and 
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aud precarious aſſiſtance of fighting for us in the day, ſh 
of trial. But in Parliament we were told, from the 
higheſt Authority, Militlas are of good inſtitution at 
particular times, and may at ſome. time be right, yer, 


that this is not a proper ſeaſon! And that too many i 
hands for a trading nation, neceſſary to conſitute a 
ſufficient Militia, muſt negle& their manufacture: 
and occupations ; and that the uſe of arms would 
create a turbulent and rebellious ſpirit! | _ 
Thus. do the quibbles and arts of Lawyers impoſe il 
ſach like fallacies and flight ſophiſtry upon the pub. 
lic, who are unable to reaſon about ſuch matters, 


and are inattentive to what actually takes place elſe- 


o 


can, that the people of the Canton of Bern, with the 
beſt conſtituted Militia in the world, are more tu- 
multuous and turbulent upon Sundays, or at any. i 


where. But let any Lawyer of them all ſay, if he 9 


ather times, than the laboring people of England 
and Ireland: or whether the lower claſs of people in, 


the Britze dominions are not more profligace, irreli- i 
Wenn and debauched in their. manners, than the. i 
temperate and induftrious Switzers, or the Jerſey and ji 


Guernſey men, who are every Sunday under arms, that Wl 
hey may be taught to /protect, in ſafety, and de- 


fend what Gop and nature have beſtowed, 


"Bur the gloſſes and comments of Lawyers have 
in all ages, and in all countries, proved detrimental 
to the incereſts of liberty: and to be perfect in the 
arts of a ſtateſman, ſays Harrington, it is firſt neceſ- 


fary to be bred a Gentleman, and no Lawyer, I 
Other people, biaſſed by the deluſion of Autho- 
rity, are really ſhallow enough to think it imprac- 
ticable for a commercial ſtate to exerciſe its civil 
functions with good military diſcipline; ſo indeed it 
would be, if there are only a few, as Thirty thouſand, 
rmitted. to bear arms; but it is impoſſible to con- A 
dure any free government for preſervation, vine 1 
tbe 


the Commonis of GREAT BRITAIN. 27 
Deke reach of #mbitious neighbors, without entruſtingg 


Iche whole people themſelves, and not any part ſepa- 
a rated arid diſtinct from the. reſt, with the arts of 
- ar. I defire to know what ſecurity of our property 
1 = 


Mal! be found from our own ſoldiers, if the people 
re longer debarred the uſe of arms? Experience 
nes us that the more wealth is accumulated by un- 
med cowards, it becomes the ſtronger incitement, 
Wand more powerful lure, to the firſt bold aggreſſor, 
ho, without any compoſition, can take away by 
Force either any part or the whole if he pleaſes : for 
hat were Ten thouſand, or as many Millions, of 
Naked and undiſciplined men, to a few troops of 
Mercenary ſoldiers fighting for plunder? and how 
Door” a figure do we make in hiſtory, to ſuffer 4 
Pandful of Highlanders, laſt rebellion, to penetrate 
Into the heart of this country, even offended and 
rerſe to them as the people in general were, and 
* et, for want of arms in the hands of your own 
People, they all fled to be cut off by the ſtanding 
army ? But where were your Trade, your Wealth, 
r ſecurity of Government, if a body of armed mer- 
Menaries ſhould urge this, or any thing like it? Gen- 
emen! Parliaments are exceeding good, but theſe 
imes are not fit for them, you are to have a little 
Patience; Where were then your Liberty? The 
Honſtitution of this country, whenever this may be 
be caſe, is furely nigh expiring ; for arms, ſufff- 
Moeent for the protection of us, in the hands of hire- 
ng flaves, is the model upon which the ſuperſtruc- 
res of the French, German, Turkiſh, and all other 
Wcipotic governments are built. | 
And as there is no danger fo great to contend 
gainſt, as the exorbitant power of a ſtanding army 
oo numerous, let every Briton therefore diſpaſſionately 
Fonſider the neceflity there is, to oppoſe all farther 
ctenſion of mercenaries and foreigners at home; and, 
D 2 inſtead 


Remember, my Country men! Oh let us now 7 
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inſtead of ſuch dangerous expedients for our preſer- 


vation, it behoves every man in this nation to en- 


courage every laudable propoſal for a Militia, as the 
only inſtrument, under God, that can ſupport the 
preſent Royal F _ on the throne; and preſerve 
the envied happineſs of. our glorious conſtitution, 
which is only a limited monarchy, equally abhorrent i 
of the ſeditions and anarchy of mere democracies, 4A 
as it is repugnant to an abſolute command in the 
crown, like what the French and other deſpotic ſo- W 
vereigns have, Let every man now aſk himſelf, If 
ever a time can exiſt more preſſing for the eſtabliſh- | 4 
ment of a general Militia-Law than now, when the 

enemy is expected, every hour, to invade ſome dt 
of this kingdom ? Surely this freeborn nation is not 
ſecure, whilſt ſhe is obliged to live upon the dole 1 9 
or bounty of the K— s M——y for defence and aid ; 
from foreign mercenaries ; but it was the wiſdom of 9 
our Gothick conſtitution to inveſt the Commons of 


this realm, whenever neceſſity in antient times re- 


quired it, with the means and inſtruments of defence 
to protect themſelves; and to repel every attempt, 
foreign or domeſtic, to alter the religion and funda- 
mental laws of this kingdom. 1 ; 
Let us therefore no longer be deluded into danger- 

ous ſecurity upon your Ten thouſand or Twenty 4 a 
thouſand foreigners, or upon thoſe ſtanding armies, 
which appear ſo magnificent on paper; but let the 
defence of Britain be committed to the natural forces 
of the ſtate as ſoon as they can properly be arrayed; 
for whatever we expected to be done for us by others 
hath proved againſt us; and ought to convince the 
world, by paſt experience, that all the reſource left 

is in ourſelves to withſtand and control the inſolent 
ambition of our haughty and preſumptuous enemy. 


member, ere *tis too late, the fate of Athens and o 
1 Rome, 
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able advantage in times of general proſperity z 
but adverſity, like the colliſion of hard bodies, for- 


which have been ſurreptitiouſly purloined thro? the 


at ſuch times, the collective body of a people =" 
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Rome: they continued free ſo long as the ſword r 
mained in the hands of their own people, and were 
then the moſt glorious of all nations; for whilſt thi 
root of Liberty remained, theſe ſtates could not fai 
to recover from any diſorders; but when numerou 
armies of foreigners were of appointment, they quick 
ly loſt all liberty, and degenerated at once from theii 
former condition, into the moſt abject ſervility, and 
baſeſt adulation of Tyrants, that ever diſgraced the 
hiſtory of mankind. 


. Bur ſeeing the firſt Law of, Nature, as well as © 
Society, is ſelf-defence againſt every hoſtility attempt 
ed-upon the individual, as. well as againſt the body 
politic, what ſoleciſm of Law, or gloſſes of States 
men, can delude the Nation from their honorable en 
deavors to obtain a good Militia-Bill, as ſoon as ever 
the Parliament next meets? And how can your baffled 
Patriots, who gloriouſly ſtrove tho? in vain laſt Seſſions 
to obtain this ſalutary law, anſwer it to themſelves 
to you, and to your Children, if they ceaſe to ſtrug 
gle till the An is forced to grant it? Surg 
J am, without a well regulated Militia-Bill, this na 
tion muſt ſoon be undone, beyond all poſſibility of 
redemption. . 1 | 

1 have endeavored to urge the conſideration of th 
vaſt importance of a well-r Militia-Bill : 
this time of imminent danger; as all may ob 
ſerve, who are. acquainted with antient or moder 
hiſtory, that no people ever -gained any remark 


ces out every ſpark of fire, which lay concealed with- 
in the ſluggiſh maſs. . It is on. ſuch occaſions only, 
that the natural and indelible rights of a people, 


abuſe of power, can be re- claimed ſucceſsfully ; and 
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Tit icious conduct, reaſſume a legal enforcement 
gfe, privitzeges, which the ambition of . 

ll; textesmen, or the malevolence of Grandees tows 

Ib the reſt 'of mankind, is prone to withhold 4 log 

WW if | as they poſſibly can. 

i | || Upon the whole, it is not my ne to denne 

0 |, ito point out at preſent any particular method of ap- 


0 
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l 


il 

lf [the City of London, or the Commons of England; 
| ja 
1 ir to the conſideration-of every man who has a vote 
0 for Member of Parliament, whether it might not be 
| lt 0 productive of the greateſt general good, to join, each 
Hil . in his reſpective Borough, and even in their private 
| 5 capacities, as true Exgliſomen, to cauſe proper appli- 
il cation immediately to be made to Parliament, or 

|| where it may be moſt adviſable, and humbly to re- 
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| choly fituation, and to pray moſt earneftly, that the 
| Adthors and Abettors of all wrongs done to this 
Feen country may be brought to condign puniſh» 
ment; and not be permitted to fkreen che mal · prac- 
tices committed both in $####*# and hy ſyb. 
Touring men of ſtraw for the people to reak their 
[119 {juſt vengeance upon. And as the only fecnrity for 
de laſting freedom of this nation, loaded with its 
[ll 0 reſent diſhonor, let thoſe in the A. EIn be preſ⸗ 
ed to ſhew all due countenance to ſome well - concert- 
ed falutary Militia-Law, by which this brave and 
free born people may be emancipated from the ter- 
rors of a numerous ſtanding Army, conſiſting of mer - 
10 Wi cenary foreigners, as well as domeftic ſl—s for life. 
10 il All or moſt of the honeſter people in high life, 
W brad the depravity of manners, and that corrup- 
10%, dien which has infected like a contagion all orders of 
men, unanimouſly agree on mature deliberation, that 
ſoch a time may come, hen no ſalvation can — 
from 
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plication to ſo reſpectable a body of men as compoſe 


but as. a ſincere lover of my Country, I recommend 


monſtrate the apparent cauſes of our preſent melan- 


r 


3 and if they have not, what is beſt legally to be done? 


3 exceeds all the reſt of this nation, as much as her 
trade, opulence and grandeur! are ſuperior: the ere- 
dit therefore and weight of a ſuitable Addreſs from 
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from any other reſources than from the body of the 
whole People themſelves ; if upon a moſt diſpaſſio- 
nate inquiry, the ſhip ſhould now be found to have 
entruſted her ſafety to unſkilful pilots, ſhouldithe in 
prudence be any longer expoſed to the 'contending 
elements with ſuch weak and unſkilful managers? 
Let every man, who is not abject enough to diſcard 
all concern for his Country, aſk, without prejudice 
or favor to any, whether we have an A——— -n that 
has ſhewed Prudence, Forecaſt, and Integrity, ſuf- 
ficient to protect the dominions of this Country? — 


For Go »'s ſake, let us conſcientiouſly' inquire with» 
in ourſelves, before it is too late, whether our dear 
Country eyer ſo much ſtood in need of mature coun» 
ſels, and firm reſolutions, as at the preſent juncture? 

But the dignity and wiſdom of the city of London 


them will avail more, and tend more immediately 
to promote among all the Boroughs a proper and 
general application to obtain a' happy iſſue to their 
requeſts, from whatever power in the legiſlature it 
ia to be made, or in whatever manner it is to be 
carried on. Nothing but -& moſt fervent and un- 


ſhaken love for my country, and zeal for the happy 


pteſervation of the crown in the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily, induces me to have been at the trouble of 
writing ſo much upon this occaſion. For I am 
fully perſwaded, if this much - wanted ſpirit of in- 
quiry were promoted by thoſe numbers, and by the 
ſubſcription of proper names to a Petition, for re- 
dreſs. of grievances, it might be conducted to the 
reformation of this country, without undue heat of 
paſſion, but ſtill with zeal and intrepid reſolution. 
The ſubject of this Petition would contain * 
0117 0 
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he 3 bf ſuch _ dignity, as the very freedom and re- 
ſervation of, Liberty in this nation: and if the whole 


. . ſJeclisgive, Huy of the Commons, after the example © 
35 lof this illuſtrious City, ſhould beconie plaintiffs for Fl 
3 the manifold wrongs which have been committed ni 


N 1 againſt the honor. and happineſs of England, by ſer- 
Fl | ay of ithe C***®, ſome: : expiatory ſacrifice of a 
164 great M1: offender ſhould be made conſtitu- 
it Sn, who, in fact, ought to bear the blame of * 
our late loſſes. and diſgrace for it is altogether fri- * 
volous and childiſn and only worthy the meer vul- 
gar, to transfer it upon inferior and ſubordinate, 
agents only; but to ſtrike at the root of the evil at 
once, in a legal manner, might attone to this gene- 
. | rous people, whoſe genius is to love the mildeſt ex- 
erciſe of power and ments; and if any other 
perſon, by over: ratin 185 himſelf where none could 
# | contradi&t, has engr led too much power, for the ch 
Fl "i diſcharge of which b he is diſqualified by want of abi- l 
lities and genius, it might be ſufficient to remove, 
at once, ſuch weak Founſellers from before the 
throne, and to ſet up Wiſdom in high places; for 
4 that ſtate cannot long ſubliſt that compenſates a M- 
7 evi]: actions with favors and rewards; or ſo much 
as grants impunity to the moſt dangerous crimes in 
iff remembrance of. any paſt ſervices whatever. 
1ñ e muſt once more beg leave to remind you, that, 
„ according as your ſpirit: is 7exerted upon this critical 
10 jquncture, you will either break the iron chains of 
impending bondage, or ſeal the doom of ſlavery, if die 
not for yourſelves, yet aſſuredly for your Poſterity. 

li Remicinber therefore, you haye it now in your power, 
N ql and are anſwerable if you do not give them the beſt 
fſecurity for happineſs, by a vigorous exertion of ſpi- 
Tit in maintenance of rights to petition for redreſs 
of grievances, and for privileges derived from your N 
;- which if the times abuſe, and the 8 ˙ vio- 
ation 
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lation of your country's honor cannot now move you 
to reſent; as well as the wretched proſpect of. poſte- 
rity which theſe times afford of fading Glory, dimi- 
niſhed Power, and of detaying national Happinels; 
if-theſe,| I ſay, prove weak motives to determine my 
Country men at chis time, to act that part which is 
the only thing left for them legally to undertake, 
words, however eloquent, will not hereafter have 
power to engage you, nor will any ſenſe of national 
Virtue ever excite you to ſhake off your bonds. 
« For that people, ſays Sydney, muſt certainly pe- 

« riſh, who tamely ſuffer themſelves to be oppreſſ- 
« ed, either by the Injuſtice, Cruelty, or Malice of 
an ill Magiſtrate.” .“. „ 
But let me intreat, that if I have written with un- 
uſual boldneſs, before I am condemned by any, let 
them only diſpaſſionately conſider how much truth 
there is in what has been ſaid, and that tis from a 
lincere intention only. to reſcue from perdition, as 
uch as I can, my native country. 
err all that has been ſaid the body of the peo- 
ain is already fo corrupted in manners, and 
nat all ſenſe of public Virtue, and love and defire, 
che preſervation of Liberty is already extinguiſh- © 
then will they not only abandon every laudable 
and praiſe-worthy undertaking, of this or any other - 
ind; but, far from deſigning any manly attempt to 
eſcue themſelves from what hangs over them at this 
anftant like a thunder-cloud, big with unknown mif- 
hiefs, they will ſuffer the propagators. of the fore- 
going doctrine to be expoſed to alf the dangers which 
deſpiſed Honeſty meets from Vice triumphaat ; and 
ſome of theſe, we have learned from the hiſtory of 
abandon'd people in former days, are nothin 
ort of abuſe, hatred, perfecution, or death itſelf. 
Now, ſaid a Patriot of old, I call heaven toavit- 
E hy 2 
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